
What’s New in Columbus? 
 
Columbus is gaining acclaim for its lively entertainment districts, non-stop nightlife, creative culinary 
offerings and a vibrant visual and performing arts scene. Soon, there will be even more to experience as 
the city rolls out a host of new attractions in preparation for its bicentennial celebration in 2012. 
 
Recent Developments 

 
The Grange Insurance Audubon Center  opened in August 2009 and is one 
of the first such centers in Audubon’s storied history to bring hands-on 
conservation and nature-based learning this close to the core of a major 
American city. The center is located in an Important Bird Area (IBA) known as 
Whittier Peninsula. Thousands of birds migrating from Central and South 
America use this spot along the Scioto River overlooking downtown Columbus 
as a stopover during their long journeys. The center itself will be a celebration 
of nature, employing innovative "green" technologies. 
 
Huntington Park , the new home of baseball’s Triple-A Columbus Clippers 
(recently named best new ballpark in America) opened in April 2009.  The 
10,000-seat stadium incorporates a number of sustainable “green” aspects, 
including an extroverted design approach that leads to a significant reduction 
in spaces requiring air conditioning. The ballpark also serves up food from 
local restaurants and breweries in addition to ballpark favorites. 
 

 
As part of $35 million in renovations to the convention center, Battelle Grand  
opened in January 2010. The 74,000 square foot ballroom is the largest in the 
state of Ohio. Battelle Grand has a 50,000 square foot carpeted ballroom and a 
24,000-square-foot mezzanine. Part of the current mezzanine was removed to 
make way for a glass wall at the south end of the hall. Elevators and escalators 
were also installed for convenient access to the mezzanine level. 
 
 
 
In March 2010, the 300,000 sq. ft. Ohio Union  opened on The Ohio State 
University campus just minutes from downtown Columbus and the airport. The 
new Ohio Union is a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 
certified, state-of-the-art facility featuring sustainable products and structural 
elements reused from the previous Ohio Union. The Ohio Union has 34 unique 
event spaces accommodating 17 to 1,700 guests and three unique in-house 
dining options. The Grand Ballroom is the second largest in Columbus. 
 

Future Developments 
 
Columbus Commons  will be a 6 acre pedestrian-friendly gathering space  
featuring a grassy park with walking paths and a covered stage all 
surrounded by flower beds and trees with sites at the edges left open for 
future mixed-use development. The project is being built on site of the former 
City Center mall in Downtown Columbus and is scheduled to be complete in 
December 2010. Overtime, Columbus Commons will transform into a full-
fledged neighborhood consisting of multi-story buildings with residential units 
above street-level retail, office buildings and entertainment venues, as well as 
a return to more pedestrian-friendly streets. 

 
The six-story, 126-room Hyatt Place at Grandview Yard  is set to open in fall 
of 2010 as part of phase one of the Grandview Yard development. This 90-
acre, mixed-use development near downtown Columbus is expected to cost 
$500 million and will also include 1.5-2 million square feet of commercial 
office space including Class A commercial office, retail and 600-800 
residential units. 

-more- 

 



 
Two historic Downtown office buildings will undergo a $26.1 million 
transformation into Hotel Indigo . The 117-room boutique hotel will include a 
cafe and bar at ground level, business facilities and meeting rooms. It will be 
created by connecting the four-story "old" Hayden Building, 20 E. Broad St., 
built in 1869, with the adjacent, 13-story "new" Hayden Building at 16 E. 
Broad St., erected in 1901. Nathan B. Kelley of Columbus, an architect of the 
Ohio Statehouse, designed the 1869 building. The "new" building was home 
to the fledgling NFL in the 1920s and '30s.  Construction will start sometime in 
the first half of 2010, with a planned opening of December 2011. The project 
will be developed by Schottenstein Property Group. 
 
  
 
 

 
In fall 2012, the downtown Columbus skyline will have a new addition with 
the 532-room Hilton Convention Center Hotel  located across the street 
from the Greater Columbus Convention Center on North High Street.  The 
new full-service convention hotel will include 48 suites and 30,650 square 
feet of meeting space. Construction is set to begin in the summer of 2010. 
 
 

 
As part of Columbus’ Bicentennial Celebration in 2012, the Scioto Mile  will 
feature a promenade and renovations to Bicentennial Park, headquarters for 
many of the city’s annual festivals and events. When complete in 2012, the 
Scioto Mile will stretch from the Arena District to Whittier Peninsula and 
feature parks, boulevards, water features, plazas and bikeway and 
pedestrian paths, creating a green corridor that reconnects the downtown to 
the river. 
 
Scheduled to open in late 2012, Hollywood Casino  Columbus  will include 
3,000 slot machines, a poker room and 85 tables for other games.  The 
facility will also include a steak house, a buffet restaurant, a food court, an 
entertainment lounge, a sport bar and a VIP lounge. The project is 
scheduled to break ground in late 2010. 
 
 

 
A 130-room boutique hotel is planned for Columbus’ Short North Arts 
District, just a few blocks north of the Greater Columbus Convention Center. 
Plans presented by Pizzuti Cos. call for a 10-story hotel, a 46,000 square-
foot 6-story office building and 250-space multi-story parking garage. The 
development will be situated on both sides of High Street in what is now a 
parking lot on one side and the old United Commercial Travelers building on 
the other side. 
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